THE LA SALLE SCHOOL AT ST. GABRIEL’S

TEACHING JESUS TO THE CHILDREN OF FAST ELMHURST SINCE 1940

March 29, 2011
Members of the school community of The LaSalle School at St. Gabriel Parish,

It is with heartfelt sadness and regret that we inform you of the closing of The LaSalle
School at St. Gabriel Parish at the end of the current school year. This decision by the
Brooklyn Diocese is a result of the vote on March 18, 2010 by the District Council of the
De LaSalle Christian Brothers to terminate their canonical sponsorship (financial
guarantor) of the school. Over the last few years, the School has relied on the District
Council for funding to make up the shortfall between tuition, fund raising and the ever-
increasing costs of operating the School in these economically challenging times. The
Brothers are no longer able to make this commitment. Absent this financial guaranty,
Diocesan policy requires the school to be closed at the end of the 2010-11 school year.

We know this action comes as a shock to many of you and the pain and anguish of St.
Gabriel’s closure will be felt by the entire school community.

At this time, the Board wishes to express our gratitude for the hard work, devotion and
leadership Brother Edward Shields FSC has shown over his long tenure at St. Gabriel.
We would also like to thank all faculty and staff (present and past), who have given their
talents and tireless efforts for the students and families of the school community.

We have been assured by the Diocese that they will assist Brother Edward during this
period of transition to place students in new schools and to assist our teachers in their
search for new employment.

Finally, we also thank all of you for the support and dedication you have shown over the
years. St. Gabriel has thrived for seventy years because of the spirit and enthusiasm of
the students, parents, faculty and staff. The faith and education we have received will
live on forever and give us strength and hope for the future.

Live Jesus in our hearts!
Forever!
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